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and 1 do not wish to know what they have written.
But the fact of the suicide Is notorious* You cannot
dispute It It would now be advisable to Investigate
closely, and by the light of science^ the circumstances
In which the deed was committed. Do not be
surprised by my thus invoking the aid of science.
Science has no better friend than religion* Now
medical science may In the present case be of great
assistance to us. You will understand in a moment*
Mother Church ejects the suicide from her bosom
only when his act is an act of despair. The madmen
who attempt their own lives are not those who have
lost all hope^ and the Church does not deny them
her prayers ; she prays for all who are unfortunate*
Now^ If It could be proved that this poor boy had
acted under the Influence of a high fever or of a
mental disorder^ If a medical man were In a position
to certify that the poor fellow was not in possession
of his faculties when he slew himself with his owa
handj there would be no obstacle to the celebration
of a religious service/*

Having hearkened to the words of Monsieur
FAbbi Mirabelle^ Madame Doulce hastened back to
the theatre* The rehearsal of La Grille was over*
She found Pradel In Ms office with a couple of young
actresses^ one of whom was soliciting an engage-
men!, the other, leave of absence*, He refused^ la
conformity with his principle never to grant a